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AUTHORIZING THE ADMINISTRATOR OF GENERAL SERV- 
ICES TO TRANSFER CERTAIN LAND TO RICHARD M. 
TINNEY AND JOHN T. O'CONNOR, JR. 


Juty 7, 1956.—Ordered to be printed 


Mr. McCuetian, from the Committee on Government Operations, 
under authority of the order of the Senate of July 6, 1956, submitted 
the following 


REPORT 


[To accompany H., R. 10204] 


The Committee on Government Operations, to whom was referred 
the bill (H. R. 10204) to authorize the Administrator of General 
Services to transfer certain land to Richard M. Tinney and John T. 
O’Connor, Jr., having considered the same, report favorably thereon 
without amendment and recommend that the bill do pass. 


PURPOSE 


H. R. 10204, as amended by the House of Representatives, would 
authorize the Administrator of General Services, upon payment of 
the fair market value, to transfer a certain tract of land to Richard 
M. Tinney and John T. O’Connor, Jr., the present occupants. The 
tract, described as lot No. 14, in block 190, covers an area of 43 by 
120 feet, and is located at 11th and Broadway Street in Galveston, 
Tex. On April 5, 1955, the Coast Guard reported to the General 
Services Administration that this property, evaluated by the Coast 
Guard at $5,000, was in excess of its needs. 

The House Committee on Merchant Marine and Fisheries, in its 
ppt (H. Rep. No. 2291), explained the need for legislative action as 
ollows: 

The title in fee simple to the tract of land known as lot 14, 
block 190, Galveston, Tex., was acquired by the United 
States by deed dated July 23, 1859, from the Galveston De- 
velopment Co., Galveston, Tex., for the purpose of erection 
of a lifeboat station. The deed is recorded under date of 
January 22, 1861, in deed book R, page 145, Galveston, Tex. 
Soon thereafter a lifeboat station was erected on the site. 





TRANSFER CERTAIN LAND 


The lifeboat station was destroyed sometime during the 
Civil War and was not rebuilt. There are two dwellings 
now on the property. Records indicate that they were 
constructed without permission by the present occupants, 
Richard M. Tinney and John T. O’Connor, Jr., or their ante- 
cedents, who, it appears, have lived on this land, improved at 
their own expense, over a period of 60 to 70 years. No 
records exist that the occupancy of the property was au- 
thorized by the Government. The property that would be 
conveyed by the bill, covering an area 43 by 120 feet, located 
at 11th and Broadway Streets, Galveston, Tex., was reported 
excess to the needs of the Coast Guard to the General 
Services Administration on April 5, 1955. By letter dated 
September 20, 1955, the Attorney General of the United 
States was requested by the Treasury Department to insti- 
tute litigation to clear the Government-owned land of the two 
unauthorized structures. This action is pending. 

In reporting the property to the General Services Adminis- 
tration as excess to the needs of the Coast Guard, the Coast 
Guard estimated the value of the property to be $5,000. This 
evaluation was made by the commander, 8th Coast Guard 
District, based on a value of $115 per front foot due to the lo- 
‘ation of the property in a first-class residential section of 
Galveston. No contract appraisal was obtained. 


The House amended H. R. 10204 in the following particulars: 

(1) The Administrator of General Services should be the grantor 
instead of the Commandant of the Coast Guard. This amendment 
is recommended because the property has already been reported to the 
General Services Administration as being excess to the needs of the 
Treasury Department. 

(2) The bill should provide that the sale of the property should be 
consummated within a certain period, e. g., 90 days, as the record does 
not indicated that the proposed grantees are financially able expedi- 
tiously to carry out the terms of the proposed legislation. 

(3) The bill should provide for the sale of the property as its fair 
market value as determined by the GSA, in lieu of a fixed price of 
$5,000 as provided in the original bill. 


AGENCY COMMENTS 


The General Services Administration and the Treasury Department 
interposed no objection to H. R. 10204 as amended in the House of 
Representatives. The suggested changes in H. R. 10204 were incor- 
porated in the amendments approved by the House of Representatives, 
and the bill, as reported, now conforms to the agency recommendations. 
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